Spring Hymn
Far northern snows are melted,
Our green fields sown with grain;
Down April skies the fast clouds fly,
And soak the roads with rain.
The days of frost are numbered;
They yield where warm life springs,
And young leaves tremble on the branch

Where glistening raindrops cling.
God takes his time,
God takes his time,
As silent buds unfold:
When spring has sprung,
The streaming sun
Will soon dye green corn gold.
In street, and field, and woodland,
The nesting bird lies down,
And through the city’s newborn heart

A bright new song resounds!
When summer sinks in sunshine
And city streets grow hot, 
Those songs will fade from memory
And spring will be forgot.
Calm April noon,
Sweet May, bright June,
To his wise works belong,
By night, by day,
God finds a way
To wheel the seasons on.
O Lord of spring & summer,
As silent buds unfold,
To You we look, to send the sun,
That dyes the green corn gold.
And now bring to an ending
The winter of our hearts,
For all our plans are in those hands
Whose touch all spring time starts.

All time & tide
In Him abide,
Who sways both sun & star;
Great Lord of grace,
May life’s long race
End where your glories are!
Ewan King


‘Sacred Harp’
On the first and second Tuesdays of the month a group meets in our downstairs hall to sing the old hymns of the American south.  I’ve asked the group’s co-ordinator, Michael Walker, to contribute a short article to this month’s newsletter explain just what Sacred Harp singing is all about.
- Ewan
Recently the subject of a documentary on BBC Radio 4, Sacred Harp singing is an old a cappella hymn-singing tradition from the American South - older than gospel, certainly, with tunes so old that their origins are sometimes obscure. This singing tradition preserved forms, devices and harmonic tastes that were swept away in Europe as classical choral and sacred music evolved – a kind of early church music, but from the New World.  In its original home region of the southern US, a Sacred Harp singing is akin to a church service, and even for those who lack any kind of connection to the original tradition and the Protestant Christianity in which it is rooted, it is far more than just music.  There is no getting away from it: this music is spiritual and - perhaps more than anything else - it is about communicating and connecting with others by singing together.  The experience can be overwhelming.
We sing Sacred Harp four times a month in London nowadays, and two of our singings are here at Heath Street Baptist church (first and second Tuesday evenings of every month).  Beginners are always welcome!
Michael Walker, London Sacred Harp, www.londonsacredharp.org


Secretary’s news
There seems to be something to report about work on the Church building every month.  We are poised to get on with creating the new kitchen but now need to wait for confirmation from a Baptist Union advisory committee that has to check and agree anything that affects listed buildings.  As Heath Street has a Grade II listing this applies to us and we have to be patient until the Committee meets in June before we can start.  Meanwhile important but mundane things need to be done and we are planning a thorough review of fire safety this year, rather than just the usual check that we have the right fire extinguishers in working order in the correct places.  During the summer we will be working on the metal walkway to the south of the Church – running along the outside of the right hand wall as you face the building from the street.  The walkway is showing its age and needs new supporting beams.
Locally-based members and friends may have seen that Heathside School has applied for planning permission for a temporary new building in the open space in front of the school (but set right back away from the road.  They are calling it ‘the Pod’.  A Church meeting looked at their plans in the middle of last year and decided we had no objection.  The School did not go ahead with it then but have redesigned it to be smaller and higher quality and are now hoping to have Camden Council’s go-ahead.
Our organists are complaining that the organ is in a sorry state – maybe it doesn’t like cold weather any more than the congregation does.  Our organists Edward Alden and Judith Peak are using all their skill and persuasion to coax it into tunefulness and they will be very glad if the company which normally services it for us can restore it fully when they visit in early April.
Just an early warning of Christian Aid week which we will mark with a special collection on 12 May. Meanwhile we have a poster on the noticeboard to remind us of the desperate need for support for displaced people in Syria (more information on www.christianaid.org.uk).
With love and good wishes,
Gaynor Humphreys


DAILY PRAYERS AND BIBLE READINGS
April 1st – 7th




Acts 10.34-43

1st

For all who help at the Contact Club

2nd

Avie Fang

3rd

Euan McLeod

4th

For those responsible for planning and building the new kitchen
5th

Chris Little
6th

Anselm King

7th

Helena Nawalkar

April 8th – 14th




Acts 4.32-35
8th

Annie Fang

9th

Godfray LeQuesne

10th

Linda Savage

11th

For the children who attend the Oldtime Nursery session

12th

Sylen Nawalkar
13th

Stephen Tucker

14th

For the children who attend the Rhythm & Rhyme Orchestra

April 15th – 21st




Acts 5.27-32
15th

Margaret Smith

16th

Heini King

17th
For the parents and carers of children who attend the Oldtime Nursery

18th

Irene Keightley

19th

Robin Thorne

20th

Monsgr Phelim Rowland
21st

David and Eleanor Neil

April 22nd – 28th




Acts 9.1-6
22nd

Ewan King

23rd

Susan LeQuesne

24th

Rebecca Curran

25th

Tom Brandt

26th

Joachim King

27th

Nesa Thorne

28th

Theresa Thom

April 29th – May 5th




Acts 9.36-43
29th

Frida King 

30th

Susan Brandt

(May)
1st

John Goldsmith (Chairman, Churches Together in Hampstead)
2nd

Afi Kirk

3rd

Neil McLeod

4th

Sean Curran

5th

Hildegard Williams



WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sundays

11 am

Divine Worship
8 pm

Contact Club
Tuesdays

9 am, 10 am
Oldtime Nursery
4 pm

Rhythm & Rhyme Orchestra
1st and 2nd Tuesdays
7 pm

Sacred Harp
Wednesdays

1 pm

Knit-Knacks knitting group
Thursdays

10 am

Eeny Meeny Music
7.30 pm
Heath Street Choir


CHURCH DATES
April
Saturday 6th

All day

Craft Fair
Sunday 7th

11 am

The Lord’s Supper
Friday 26th

7.30 pm
Kloster concert
Sunday 28th

7.30 pm
Kloster concert


Copy for the May Newsletter should reach Ewan King (ewan_king@mac.com)
Not later than Wednesday 24th April
