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. A sermon preached by Revd. Proff. Paul

Fiddes, Regent’s Park College, Oxford,
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13th, 2013

Hebrews 7:26 & 28: ”

“We have a high priest...exalted above
the heavens...a Son who has been made
perfect for ever."”

This sermon is'a bit of a first for me.
It's the first time I've been asked to
preach an ordination sermon on a text
set for the Feast Day of a Saint. And
it's the first time the person being
ordained has already written an essay
on this Saint for me. I won't tell you
what mark I gave it. '

But those of you who know Ewan know
that you end up doing a number of
things for the first time when he's
around. So my text is from a pas-
sage of Scripture set in the OGrtho-
dox Church for the Feast Day of St
Maximus the Confessor. Maximus, in
case you don't know, was around in the
seventh century, and we have already
heard some of the saint's own words
and thoughts in the piece especially
written by James Cave. Our New Tes-
tament text is about Jesus Christ who
has passed through the heavens to the
Most Holy Place of all, into the very
heart of God the Father. It echoes
the confession of Maximus in James

piece, that the eternal Son of God has

£

become a human being in order to raise
our human life into the fellowship of
Ged's life. Maximus insisted that God

really became human in every way, and
didn't just pretend to be a man. This
was at the heart of Maximus' thought,
and both the music and the scripture
text recall his affirmation. Maximus

was inspired by our scripture text
saying that Christ, who was God made
man, has gone right through the heav-
ens into the most secret presence of
God. So I want to speak about Maximus' .
Lord, about the Christ who has gone
the whole way.

Thank you, Ewan, for asking me to
share in this special day, a solemn
and joyous day, when you are ordained
as a minister of word and sacrament in
the church of Christ. Nick and I bring
with us the greetings of Regent's Park
College, and our prayers for your fu-
ture ministry throughout your life to
come. On this day, the Feast Day of
Maximus, let us think about the Christ

who has gone the whole way. '

If you drive a car, perhaps you've
had an experience like mine. Driving
slowly through the centre of town you

come upon a pedestrian half-way across

the road. He locks up and sees you
coming and panic strikes him. I call
it 'mid-way panic'. He has left the
safety of .the curb from which he has
started out, and he is noi near enough
to the ather side to feel safe in car-
rying an, so he dithers, hesitates - i
and then makes a dash. usually in the’




wrong direction. Mid-way panic! If you
don't drive, you'll still know what I
mean because you and I have all been
that person crossing the road at one
time or another.

This is a parable of many situations
in our life; we often have the feeling
of being half-way along a difficult
Fpath'when something strikes us that
iwe can only call "mid-way panic". In
“between the safety of the beginning
and the security of the end, there is
a space - an open space where we may
feel lack of support. So on this day I
want to ask us all - not just Ewan but
all of us: do we have mid-way panic?

Our text from the book of Hebrews cel-

.ebrates Jesus Christ as the one who
has gone the whole way on the journey

_through the tests and trials of life.
He has found a path through the tan-
gles of human experience, blazing the
trail through suffering and trouble.
And he has gone through: lock, he has
gone through to the innermost presence
of God the Father. The writer says “He
has passed through the heavens" after
being "tested in every way as we are'.
This letter to the Hebrews canstant-
ly portrays Jesus as the picneer, the
trail-biazer of our salvation; if we
put cur trust in him he will take us
with him into the heart of God. We too
can come through. We can go the whole
way on our pilgrimage. We can travel
on in the ‘midst of the tensions of
life: and one of the tensions we have
to face is mid-way panic.

It can be like this for us when we be-
gin to deepen our faith through study
of the bible and theology. The safe
shore of a so-called "simple faith"
has been left behind. Perhaps we have
left behind too the first sense of
excitement as new horizons began to
open. But we have not yet reached the
further shore of a firmly thovught-out
faith, and mature devotion.

There are many other experiences in

the spiritual life like this too. Per-

haps there is some new step of respon-

sibility we have taken on, some new

job in daily work or in "the church.

We are at the stage where the opening

thrill of being engaged in something
worthwhile has faded away, but as yet
we are not on the far shere of really
coping with the job, being at ease in
it. Or it may be that we've recently
got involved with someone who needs
our help - an older person who can't
cope; a mother who finds the children
are wearing her down; a young person
who is bewildered by 1ife and feels
lost. We've got to know someone like
this and offered them the friendship
of Christ - and then we've felt, "Help
- what have T let myself in for?".
Perhaps the church as a whole has em-
barked upon a project, an adventure
of mission and service to the peaple
around we began with enthusiasm, but
now we are getting cold feet about
it. Ministers, let me warn you, Ewan,
are especially ‘prone to“feel this pan-
ic. The minister can often see the
whole situation, and realise all its

'.jn the middle of the way.

i lessons of the Cheistian message.

being out in the middle,
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" But another way we can tr
Then Tet us stop discussing the first : R

with this panic is to dash forward to

We quickly; like the pedestrian. we
- - 1 i Ca
ought not to be laying over again the run and trip over, or run inte traf
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at in chapter G They were 2. The temptation to brin

: g the journe
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didn't want to cope with the challenge whom the author is writing his lette
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q witnesses to Christ in hostile sity- . N e
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all the answers. In the panic of the
midway they have dashed to quick con-
clusions. They don‘t need the test-

They wanted to remain beginners for ing Jesus has gone through; they've

ever. They shrank from the tension of found the solutions without pain. Anc
en the way so the writer has to sa i

et y to them: “Let
to that goal which is set before the us go to Jesus outside the city and
pecple of God. But we shall be bit- share his shame; for there is no per-

terly disappointed if we insist that manent city for us here on earth. .. We
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are looking for the city which is to
come..." (you can find that in chapter
13 of the letter). We have not arrived
at our destination; we haven't reached
the city where we can settle down as
Jesus was crucified outside the city
walls we are to go out on pilgrimage
with him, into the mid-way where we
feel exposed.

But we are often tempted to come to
quick, clever answers without hav-
ing done a good job, without growing
through our experience. A little while
ago I read an item in the newspaper
headed “Christian computers.” It was
about a research worker at Reading
University in the UK, who had first
studied mathematics and then become a
Christian minister, and who had devel-
oped a remarkable computer programme.
With this programme, it appeared that
anyone could go along to a computing
centre and receive Christian counsel-
ling from the machine. Whatever the
problem you had, the computer would
diagnose it (if you punched the right
keys) and it would offer you counsel
and support:

it would give you the right answer. I
thought.... You're never alone with
a microchip. We laugh at this, but
we can sometimes locok for programmed
answers in the Christian life. We can
often give them to others. At times in
our fellowship together it does seem
like pressing an input key and get-
ting an automatic fesponse. You know
what I mean: we share a problem with
a Christian neighbour, and we are of-

fered an instant answer; nothing more |
than a formula, a cut and dried reac-

tion to our needs. "These things are
sent to 'try us" someone may say; or,
"if you don't know what to do, try
praying about it"; or "“is there some

secret sin you're hiding?"; or “God §

blesses those who honour him". When
people say these things we know they
haven't really felt deeply with us. It

is like getting a pre-set answer from QF

a machine.

I want to tell you, Ewan, that this is ”.f..
also a temptation that befalls minis- &

ters. When we've had some experience
in dealing with people's
it's easy to think we recognize what
a problem is, fo name it and classi-
fy it, and offer a solution that's
worked before. "I've seen this before"

we say to ourselves, and we rush for- §

ward with an answer too scon, before
we've really listened at the depths to
what someone is saying. Perhaps those
who've come for our help don't express
themselves well, and realiy toi biss
ten is going to take time that's very
hard to find. Committing this time
and attention, especially when you're
tired, is one of the costly pledges
that you make today.

So we ma}“try to dash back, or for-
wards. A third reaction to mid-way
panic which the writer describes is:

problems, §

3. The feeling of being paralysed by
uncertainty

In this passage the writer portrays
Jesus as a son who has been 'made per-
fect' in a painful process. What he
means he has already explained in an
earlier chapter when he pictur#& Je-
sus himself as out in the open space,
in the middle of the way. He is the
Christ of the Gethsemane garden.
[There the security of the fellowship
of the Upper. Room was left behind.
Now Jesus was in the mid-stream, in
an open and exposed place, a place
of “loud cries and tears"; The goal
of being glorified by his Father lay
ahead].

Though he was the divine Son of God,
he was still in the agony of the mid-
way, in thé upcertainty of Gethse-
mane, in the waiting, the‘learning of
obedience through what he suffered.
Scarcely able to speak, he can anly
make deep sighs and groans. We too
know that experience of numbness aad
silence. In the mid-way we may find
ourselves paralysed, struck dumb by
our problem. We find it hard to talk
to others, and to talk to God. We are
driven in upon ourselves, to brood and
simmer.

A little while ago I read in the news-
paper of a worker with an aid organ-
isation who had been immersed in the
terrible experience of working with
people who had suffered the floods in

Bangladesh. In the midst of this dis- .

aster she had felt that she did not

{ I ] CORSAy Wt el L L e e R e e i T By

she had been unable to talk to her
friends about it - and had retreated
into isolation and silence. Finally,
tragically, in depression she killed
herself. She was well loved by many,
and the Coroner said that a ward in a
London Hospital was to be named after
her - the MarialProcupe Ward.

Faced with the tragedies of others,
or in perplexity ourselves, it can be
hard to express how we feel.

We are struck dumb - there are no
words to match how we feel. We cannot
cry to God or share it with others -
communicatien has broken down. There
is a paralysis of the spirit. But,
says our writer, we have fellowship
with Jesus who intercedes for us as
our Great High Priest. He takes our
half-formed cries and groans into his
own prayers. He takes us and our word-
less sighs with him to the Father and
makes them into true communication.

He has gone the whole way; he has won
through from deep sighs and tears to
a prayer of trust to the Father. He
has learned the way of prayer and so
he can help us to pray. Ewan, this day

you are promising to stay with Christ

in Gethsemane. Unlike. the disciples
who ran away, you are pledging to stay
and pray with him, to stand with him -
in the hour of his need, and so to
discover that he takes you with him
the whole way, taking you out of baf-
flement and silence into joyful con-
versation with the Father.



St Maximus knew that fellowship - Pyt
on trial, tortured, his tongue cut oyt
S0 he couldn't speak his faith, his
hand. cut off so he couldn't write down

his teachings, sent into the lonelj-
He stood with Christ

ness aof exile.
in the mid-way, and Christ stood with
him. So this is our Christ, our Lor'L
= the Lord of the open space, of th
mid-way. Ewan,
stand today. He gives us all a
to stand, just where We are.-

Sermon - really good point Hanaan made
= God is the I-Thou. She said this in
the cantext of explaining to a non-be-
lieving friend the Christian differ-

ence / the difference our confessional |

stance makes. The point is that if I
speak to Peter, and then Peter wonders
off, I can now point out the erstwhile

‘thou' as a 'he'. If he's far enough
E U RS S A R L
‘he'.  But God can more properly be-

rest stable in the position of being |
- an ‘it - at a great distance - thap |

dem et That hetl GG always melting,EV
into an 'I', which always construes me
as thout qid ST

“The bible is the best literature we
have as humans. I mean ‘as literature
outside of it's religious intonations
ind meaning. Has that simple authority
like a great folk song, contains all
ur stories, and speaks to everyone

lf they listen, even past the medium I

T particular cultural frame. Look
t the story of King David - that's
he prototype for all artist. oOr the
salms just like perfect folk or coun-
ENEOT DIl aic i an nige s bk e gl bl i e
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July 30th - August Sth
Genesis 29.15-28

f

| 30th Ethan Mcleod
] 31st Susan Le Quesne
|

| Ist Edward Humphreys
2nd For the Baptist Union

| of Great Britain
il

S 3rd Hildegard Williams
~ l4th For all in prison
£ | 5th Judith Peak

August 6th - 12th
: Genesis 32.22-31

'57th Joachim King

jsth

-ﬁ9th Theresa Thom
i 10th Josi Mbombo
11th John Baker
12th The life and-ministry of

August 13th - 19th
Genesis 37.1-4,12-28

&
13th Paul Conrad

| 1hth Heini King

15th For the work of Henderson Court
16th Beauty Kunene

17th For Syria

18th Thaddeus King

19th For our church treasurer

# 7.
- ‘:UX“

ntemplation

August 20th - 26th
Genesis 45.1-15

20th
o Zist
Mary’
22nd
- Z23rd
Zhth
25th
26th

For all who attend the Contact Club
For the life and ministry of St.
s, Hampstead
Fer all in haospital
John Walsh
Wilf Merttens
Nomsa Ndebele
For the children who
attend Storymakers

For all who help at the Contact Club |

For all who perform at and attend
| ! the lunchtime recitals

. hugust 27th - September 2nd
f Exodus 1.8 - 2.10

| Z7th Far children who attend
the Sunday Club
28th HM
1 29th Frida King
' 30th Euan Mcleod .
' 31st For the World Baptist Allianc
| (September) “1st Jeiemy Fletcher

St. John's Parish Church, Hampsteag 2Md Eleanor Neil

September 3rd f‘gth
Lamentations “1.1-6

srd
who
kth
5th
bth
7th
8th
9th

For children, parents and carers
attend Oldtime Nursery

Stan Dorer

Theresa Thom

Andrea MacEachan

For Panzi hospital

For ‘our Sunday club

Nesa Thorne

September 10th - 16th
Lamentations 3.19-26-

10th Fer the Ukraine

11th Lydia Baker

12th For our deacons

13th Joachim King

14th For those who have been married
in our churech

15th Wilf Merttens

16th Hildegard Williams

September 17th -23rd
Jeremiah 29.1,4-7

For the work of Henderson Court

Monsignor Phelim Rowland

twan King

For all who sing : o
in our Commdhity Choir

Margaret Smith

Beryl Dowsett

Annie Fang

17th
18th
19th
20th

2ilsit
2Znd
23rd

September 24th -30th
Jeremiah 31.27-34

Zhth
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
50th

For those who clean the church
Susan Le Quesne At
For all places of learning
Evelyn Baker

Sofia Clarkin

Rebecca Mcleod

David Neil

Octaber 1st -7th
Joel 2.23-32

1st For our worshipping congregation

Bl L
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Secretary’s Report

: o Dear All,

¥s

3< introductory report  in the last B e
| newsletter encouraged you to keep in :
touch with me.

in Thorne
1 McLeod

in
5th For the bereaved

6th Gaynor Humphre

| 7th Ne

| W
i Unfortunately, it omitted my e mail :
H address, so here it is: aw ; =

Jrd Mysie Johnson
| ‘4th Rob
i

I
|

t.thomehotmail.co.uk.

“
| m
|
_

Pentecost is traditionally a time to

“ receive new members, and at our ser-

vice on 4th June we were delighted to!

welcome Josie Mbombo into the church

o e Lol S through baptism. Please pray for her| ,

S G and her family. We are now in what| ; B

, A o Some churches describe as Gedidapytl vigd it i

[ G T Time'. The reference is of course to | - - ethTane e,

e ; ..A. : the liturgical year: in all cther re- ; i ;
e e : spects the present times are far from gy R S

St : S oﬁaH:mqm_ We are living in a time of Lt e e )

: . | great political and social change andj..f. . . g “

i

ﬁ ;
SRR T M have ﬂmanﬁH< suffered a number of ca- il
; | |

lamitous events. Your prayers are more ..‘h_
m necessary than ever: to sum up a re-| ] |
cent sermon of Ewan's - we need to keep{ j ; o
bothering God! We dlso need, where we' || | place on 1380 May Whemthe .

" ; e : . i : Churches together in
‘ ‘can, to get involved in helping oth- .~ organised by
o s _ : : e - Hampstead raised £590 for CbWS (Cam-

! ers. twan and his team are acutel -
. M | den and City Churches Cold Weather

m aware of this and*firmly committed to _ T el yis
| _ I Shelter): e ftlea

reaching out to the wider community. | ol
Heath Street is also there for you, so | (not that that matters o s
keep bothering us too. : we were supplemented by an Angiica
friend!). We have also received a gen-
AR e e | erous bequest from the estate of the
| = late Reverend Doctor Marie Isaacs, our
last minister.

Last time, I mentioned Christian Aid!
week. We raised just over £ 80 this|
year. Another fund raising event ﬁcox_

Works to improve health and safety and

S

™o | D 2 : : .
.m.m &5 s m, ) make the church building more acces
o L e.,b ! : ; sible continue with further improve
= = on : L .
e = ; s ments imminent. We are also hoping to
¥ £l Co—e—t, = 7 : :
e W : - : ) : - _ install a lift next year to enable
i e @ 7 ; ;
e mw 58 e wheelchair users and others to access
= 4= @ s / |
_ mr:o. m Ehe v | the lower hall.

Sl mw‘m s : W

= ;
g o m ' Hope you all have a wonderful summer.
S Gihs ,
=

e < B ] :

Ll o : : Love,

< > S |

J 0

e e o 2 P

v n Y = ...nL._ |

i e Theresa

c - v - @

S = = A

b MHeE Se e |




We laid foundations in the wasteland
e shovels with aur spit

Greasing th

As they squeaked through bony spil = : :
We heaved blocks T2 '
From baking sqn & .'* §§X . e
x = i 70! ~ |
: L LD |
We called the sick there Bl & ?j T ;
g et O Gl i
We did our best to heal them S S e
3 2 T + e |5
They lamented 10 the el % g o ,.8 ; 2 — |
s S el 3
great cool cloisters =lwana = ER% T
They wept into the S = 8 &z g £33 o O
- % oy P 2 = - p 5 4
5 Rem 8 WE B s =
sandy light under the dome = FEL e 5 = - m
‘ - friot i Denm =
: T o S g3 D =
| e set a day aside = E'_mg"gag W'w-ﬂ =
i ; T OEE 2 D8 o o wm— ::E: 7]
For dancing, one for saylng RoElE 8 =5 e g i
More than can be said = Shs S = p il g | ~
el e L ] v
We called a truce then e Qo = e I ;
) : o e Ry ; 7D il . e
And healed the enemy S sick T EoE faan e S EEIND b =
o . = - %
R s s g5 =CI
8 Our temple gof burned down g:: e Cf_%- = i % zf
B 0L relics got crushed up n i =] e
B The slanting rain would not pass = % e i ' =
B Through the empty lot o s b 5 mf 7
8  here it once stood = S g na
; = T = o =
fl Ve built it again ““ & = i
< o 5 —t
3’2}

Working mostly at night

We built in honour of our gnemies
We would only work when we felt true [
gratitude for the enemy b
We would only work
when it was eajoyable




When there was wine we danced

Calling out from the highest minaret
Whea the night was good and done
" We sung a verse like a boundless '

i Just imagine when thg

-dawn came in reply!
So the next night we sung
The dawn in greater detail
Allowing the dawn to edit
Qur dawn work with its large,
meticulous eye
We called from the
tower 3:goem that turned
Statesmen to poets and poets to
statesmen; it was
Canonized then banned,
then canonized, banned

People came

Remembered how

The temple towered

For everyone who died

A grove of beech or a mighfy oak

We swept

We cleaned

We wrote letters.

We made a great meal,

with potatec, rice, pasta
Lashings of sauce:
lutinizta, moule, remollelle
Jerk sauce, chili sauce,
bread sauce, gravy

We invited the hungry, we
Invited the spoiled and the

--§elfish. We invited feuding

Mothers, warring breeds of monkey

~Bathing their mangy wounds
“in aur mouths

We promised them we would
love them whatever

We invited the wolf. .

and the lamb to lay down

in the clearing by the stream

We swept, we cleaned,
we wrote letters

0f thanks and letters strongly worded

The children played

and we taught them

And they taught us

and we struggled always to make
The right decisions

and do the bravest things we could

We swept, we cleaned,

we wrote lefters

And we looked back on it all
The temple holding

the sun above the trees

And we said

done

Look at what the Lord has

Wilf Merttens
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Baptismfnrwoppdrtunities for
contact the minister.

ding church membership,r
the church Eleasé

For reguests regar
Christian ministry in

For questions regarding space use and room hire
please contact the minister.

ingemac. com

¢ should reach Ewan King (ewan_k

Copy for the next newsleife
a3 h September

not later than Wednesday 20t




